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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to school: important information for September 2026

A very warm welcome to the 2026/27 academic year at Royston St John the Baptist CE Primary School.

I hope that you and your family have enjoyed a happy and restful summer. We are looking forward to welcoming back our existing children and families, as well as those joining our school community for the first time.
At Royston St John’s, we want every child to be known, to belong and to succeed. Working closely with parents and carers will be central to achieving that.

We are also delighted to welcome Jake Thomson, who joins our Senior Leadership Team, and Jessica Eden, our new Year 4 teacher. I know that our children and families will make them feel very welcome.

I wanted to share some important information to help everyone enjoy a positive and settled start to the new school year.

1. Returning to school
All children return to school on Wednesday 2nd September 2026.

The school doors will open at 8.50am and the school day will finish at 3.30pm. Families of new Reception children should follow the individual transition arrangements that have already been shared with them.

We will be ready to welcome children at the doors and help them settle back into school life.

2. Behaviour and Rewards  
Our updated Behaviour for Learning Policy will be introduced from the first day of term and is available for parents and carers to view in full on the school website.

Our three school rules remain:
· Ready
· Respectful
· Safe

The updated policy places a greater emphasis on positive relationships, recognition and celebrating children’s effort, achievement and improvement.

Children who meet our Great Expectations throughout the day will earn a Star. Further Stars will recognise exceptional effort, achievement, improvement and positive contributions to school life working towards special milestone awards throughout the year. We are excited to see who will become our first Gold and Platinum award winners.

3. Uniform and being ready for school
Children return in full school uniform and appropriate school shoes. Our uniform guidance, including expectations for PE kit, is available on the school website.

Labelling clothing, coats, shoes, bags and water bottles will help us return any misplaced belongings quickly.

Each day, children should bring:
· A suitable school bag or book bag
· A named water bottle
· A coat appropriate for the weather
· Their reading book and reading record once issued

Class teachers will share information about PE days at the beginning of term. 
In line with new statutory guidance, RSJB will be a mobile phone-free school from September.
Most primary-aged children will not need to bring a phone or communication-enabled smart device. Where one is genuinely needed for the journey to or from school, this can be agreed in advance. The device will remain switched off and be stored in the school office during the day.


4. Breakfast Club and extra-curricular activities
Our Breakfast Club will be managed by Cool Kidz as it was last year. Please book directly through Cool Kidz. 

Our sessions will operate as follows:
Breakfast Club: 7.30am to 8.50am, £5 per session
Our extra-curricular activities for the new term are also available to book now through Parent Pay. Places are limited and early booking is recommended. 

Further clubs and activities will be offered throughout the academic year, giving children more opportunities to explore their interests and enjoy new experiences. 
Looking ahead
The beginning of a new academic year is a wonderful opportunity for children to reconnect with friends, settle back into their classes and begin new learning. We have much to look forward to during 2026/27. I feel very fortunate to be the Headteacher of our wonderful school and part of a community that cares so deeply for its children and its school.


We cannot wait to welcome everyone back on Wednesday 2nd September.

Kindest Regards, 

R.Steele 
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