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Tuesday 10th February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our latest newsletter. It has been a pleasure to see so much fabulous learning taking place across the school over the past few weeks. The children have continued to show enthusiasm, curiosity, and a positive attitude towards their learning, and we are very proud of their efforts.
Last week, Year Four began their swimming lessons, and they thoroughly enjoyed every session. It was wonderful to see the children learning in a different environment and approaching a new challenge with confidence and determination. Swimming is such an important life skill, and the children worked extremely hard while supporting and encouraging one another throughout the lesson.
Across school, classes have been busy taking part in a wide range of learning activities. Children have been engaging well in lessons, demonstrating resilience and a willingness to try their best. It has been lovely to see them applying their skills and knowledge in creative and practical ways.
[image: ]School Communications Update
We will soon be moving to Dojo as our main communication platform. This change will allow us to share school updates, important messages, and information more efficiently with families. Further details, including how to access the platform, will be shared after half term. Thank you for your understanding and patience as we prepare for this transition.
Parenting Support
Please see the attached poster for parenting support from the Pause app. This is a newly launched app designed to support parents and carers with advice, guidance, and helpful resources. We hope families find this a useful source of support. 
Egg-cellent Egg Competition! 🥚🎨
We are excited to announce a fun and creative competition for all children! Pupils are invited to decorate an egg by turning it into a character or part of a scene. This could be a favourite book or film character, a superhero, an animal, or even a mini scene from a story – the choice is yours!
Entries should be brought into school on 26.03.26. Eggs can be hard-boiled or made from alternative materials, but please remember that they should be clearly labelled with your child’s name and class.
There will be prizes for the most creative entries, and all eggs will be displayed in school for everyone to enjoy. We can’t wait to see your egg-cellent creations!
Bottom of Form
Key Diary Dates 
February 
Thursday 12.02.26 – Swimming starts for Year 4   
Friday 13.02.26 – Last Day of Spring One half term    
Monday 16th – Friday 20th February February Half term 
March 
23.02.26 School reopens for Spring Two 
Tuesday 3.03.26 – Parent Consultation Evening F2- Y6 
[image: ]Wednesday 4.03.26 – Parent Consultation Evening Y1- Y6 
Thursday 5.03.26 – World Book Day- dress as your favorite book character     
Wednesday 18.03.26 – Class Photos    
Tuesday 24.03.26 Rocksteady Concert 10:00am start 
Thursday 26.03.26 Egg Competition Day! 
Friday 27.03.26 – Last Day of Spring Term 
Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April Eater Holidays 
April 
Wednesday 15.03.26 – Compass B Coffee Morning     


Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to continuing to work in partnership with you.
Ms R. Steele and the St John’s Team
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. Take a second to download the
brand new app available to

. Barnsley parents! Parenting
doesn’'t come with a manual. Let

. the Pause App support you

every step of the way. Explore
parenting tools, tips, interactive
. features, and connect with
support from other Barnsley
parents through the chat group
feature. Download now and
begin your adventure today!

Use code: BARNS to unlock
. parenting tips and tools!

. s Access code:

® p? BARNS
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ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE

® Helping families navigate the online world safely

compass o€

FEBRVARY 2026

Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10 of February this year,
with learning and conversations based around exploring the safe and
responsible use of Al. Al can be a helpful tool for learning, creativity, and
fun but it's important children and young people know how to use it safely,
respoctiully, and responsibly. IU1s really easy for chikiren and young
people to see, hear and be sent confusing and upsetting content online so
s vital your child knows they can come to you at any time for help and
support if something on the internet makes them feel a negative way.

> DID YOU KNOW?.

™ Al powered social media and video
platiorms (lke TikTok or Instagram) are
highly addictive and designed to keep users
engaged as long as possible. This can have @
negative impact on mental health,
particularly for young people.

Al CHECK LIST TO DISCUSS WITH
YOUR CHILD

e 1o ik e e it
Sty i il
P e i e
s St

Befors using AL ask yoursef I thissofeto
© iore? i s kind and respoctfl? A 1

doing my own thinking?

Would I be okay showing this to @
® teacher/parent/carer? i
stop and think before sharing/using.

@ Telk o trusied aduit : Al shows something

upsetting, you feel confused, uncomfortable or

Talk to @ trusted adult i someone uses Alto
@ bully and threaten you or if you're unsure it
something s allowed or true.

@ Remember - You are never in trouble for
asking for help.

Al should: encourage curiosity and learning. t
® vouid suppor your thinking, not roplacs

Remember - f you wouldn'tshare it with a
O ranger, don'Vshare i with AL

TOP TIPS

HEALTHY ONLINE HABITS..

Setup perental controls/age-oppropriote

ces and apps. This helps support

interact with Al and technology in @

COMMUNICATION 15 KEY!
Conversations are essential for keeping
children and young people safe onlinel Bolow
are some important facts and potential risks
related to Al that would be valuable to discuss
as a family.

Alis nota real person. It doesn't have
feclings and it doesn't know you personally.
Al can'tkeep secrots, dossn't replace friends,
family, or trusted adults. f somthing makes
you uncomfortable, talk to a trusted person
Tace o face.

Always protect your personal information.
You should never share photos or videos of
yourself. Remember, if you wouldn't share it
with a stranger, don't share it with Al

Don't ask Alto create hurtful hateful, or
bulying content. Don't use Al to embarrass,
threaten, or target others. Treat Al ke
public space,if it wouldn't be okay to say to &
person, it not okay to ask Al o create.

‘Some Al tools might accdentally show scary,
violent, sexual or upsetting content. I this
happens, stop using the tool immediately and
tell  trusted adut.

‘Sometimes Al may give unsafe advice by
suggesting something rsky like dangerous
challenges or wrong advice on unhealthy
behaviours. s important to remember Alis
nota medical professional or counsellor and
should never be trusted for safety or medical
advice.

Al can create images, videos, or voices that
look real but arent. Not everything you see
onlineis true o real.

Al can make mistakes or can mix real with fake
ormation. You should always check facts
books, teachers,
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