Royston St John Baptist C.E. Primary School
Vicarage Lane, Royston, Barnsley S71 4QY

Tel. 01226 722011
Email. roystonstjohn@enhanceacad.org.uk
Website. Royston-stjohn.org.uk

Monday 21° September 2025
Dear Parents and carers,

Just a reminder of the Penalty Notices for School Absence which came into effect from 19" August 2024
last year. This information has been shared with parents previously and is available on the school website.

Changes to Penalty Notices for School Absence

The new National Framework comes into effect on the 19" August 2024.

Penalty Notices can be issued for:

Leave of Absence - Penalty Notices can be requested by schools for
leave of absence in term time for 5 or more days. This can be consecutive absence, or
non- consecutive. The LA retains discretion to issue a penalty notice before the
threshold is met.

Unauthorised Absence - Penalty Motices can be requested by schools when there
have been 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in 8 10-week period. In these
circumstances a Motice to Improve may be sent to the parent by the Local Authority on
behalf of the school prior to the notice being issued.

First Offence - The first time a Penalty Motice is issued the amount will be: £80 per
parent, per child paid within 21 days. This increases to £160 per parent, per child if paid
after day 21, until day 28. Any non-payment of the Penalty Notice may be referred to the

Magistrates Court.

Second Offence (within three years) - The second time a Penalty Notice is
issued the amount will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. Amy non-
payment of the Penalty Motice may be referred to the Magistrates Court.

Third Offence and any further offences (within 3 years) - The third time an
offence is committed a Penalty Motice will not be issued, and the case may be
presented straight to the Magistrates Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or
other legal interventions considered. The Magistrates' Court can order fines up to £2500
per parent per child.
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