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OUR VISION 

‘Go and Do Likewise’ 

At Royston St John Baptist CE Primary School, we strive to create a secure and happy environment for all. We are a 

Christian community who delights in learning, inspires high aspirations and broadens experiences. We learn to love 

our neighbours as ourselves and stand up for what we believe is right. Through our values and actions, we bring hope 

into our community and to the future of our world.   

 

Our Christian Vision 

Our theological vision is rooted in the Parable of the Good Samaritan in which we should ‘go and do likewise’ Luke 
10:37.  

This theological vision underpins all that we do and inspires our curriculum drivers of coherence, curiosity, and 
challenge. Our work is driven by the values of compassion, forgiveness, and love. 

Our dedicated team of staff provide a friendly, nurturing learning environment where pupils feel safe, valued, and 

secure. We work alongside parents, governance, and the wider community to provide a creative, balanced, and 

inspiring curriculum. Our door is always open. Parents are always welcome. We are keen for parents and carers to be 

involved in their child’s learning and successes. 



RATIONALE & INTENT 

Religious Education (RE) plays a vital role in shaping the distinctive Christian character of the school. Its purpose is to 
help every child and young person develop a deep understanding of Christianity, as well as other religions and 
worldviews. Through RE, pupils learn to respect different beliefs and practices, build bridges across diverse 
communities, and grow in their own spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. 

In a Church school, Religious Education should enable every child to flourish and “live life in all its fullness” (John 
10:10). It supports the development of dignity and respect, encouraging all members of the school community to live 
well together, in line with The Church of England Statement of Entitlement (2019). 

RE also nurtures moral values and equips pupils to play an active role in promoting inclusion and community cohesion 

within our increasingly diverse society. 

 

Teaching in Religious Education (RE) will: 

• Provoke deep and challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, moral decision-making, and 
the spiritual dimensions of life and death. Through this, pupils will develop a broad knowledge and understanding 
of Christianity, other principal religions, and a range of worldviews. 

 

• Encourage personal reflection, enabling each child to explore their own beliefs—religious or non-religious—
while learning about those of others. This fosters the ability to express personal views thoughtfully and 
understand the impact these views may have on others. 

 
• Foster a strong sense of identity and belonging, helping pupils understand their place as individuals, within 
their communities, and as members of the wider human family. 

 

• Challenge prejudice and discrimination, including those based on religion, race, culture, or gender, and 
promote respect for all people. 

 
• Develop moral virtues such as truthfulness, honesty, empathy, generosity, and compassion, and explore how 
these values contribute to positive engagement in both local and global communities. 

 
• Encourage learning from diverse religions and worldviews, exploring the global nature of belief in God, the 
moral teachings found in sacred texts, and the rich variety of cultural and religious traditions. This prepares pupils 
for the responsibilities and challenges of adult life in a diverse and interconnected world. 



RELIGIOUS CONCEPTS AND LENSES 

To further support the children to know more and remember more, we return to key substantive and disciplinary 
concepts as we learn about different areas of RE. This supports children to make links and comparisons in their learning.  
 
 

Religious Lenses 
 
We want our pupils to be able to know more, remember more, and make connections between religions. When 
studying different religions, we focus on six lenses in order for pupils to be able to make connections. They are: 
 
• Special people 
• Special Beliefs 
• Special Objects 
• Special Stories 
• Special Times 
• Special Places 



EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths, as part of their growing sense of self, their own community 
and their place within it. Approaches to learning in Religious Education in the Early Years Foundation Stage linked 
to personal, social and emotional development could include:  
 
• Children use stories from religious traditions as a stimulus to reflect on their own feelings and experiences and 

explore them in various ways; 
• Children learn about a story and its meanings through activity and play. They reflect on the words and actions of 

characters and decide what they would have done in similar situations; 
• Using role-play as a stimulus, children talk about some of the ways that people show love and concern for 

others and why this is important; 
• Children think about issues of right and wrong and how people help one another; 
• Children begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.  
 
Approaches to learning in Religious Education in the Early Years Foundation Stage linked to knowledge and 
understanding of the world could include children: 
• Asking and answering questions about religions and culture as they occur within their everyday experiences.  
• Visiting places of worship, show respect and learn new words. 
• Listening and responding to a range of stimuli about and from different religious and ethnic groups and from 

the natural world.  
• Handling artefacts with curiosity and respect. 
 
Children will learn about: themselves and their families and friends, giving and receiving , belonging  and why 
belonging is important. They will learn about people who are special to particular religions and special festivals 
and places of worship. They will be involved in practical activities, listen to stories and take part in visits and listen 
and talk to special visitors.  
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