
Geography Scheme of Learning 

‘The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our 

world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge 

to help bridge divides and bring people together.’ 

Barack Obama  

At Royston St John Baptist CE Primary we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about 

the natural and human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their 

place in it. The geography curriculum at Royston St John Baptist CE enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other 

curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Geography is,  by nature, an 

investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills.  

The curriculum is designed to ensure that teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 

environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress through the school, their 

growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human proc esses, and of the 

formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge and skills are progressive and are se quenced to provide the framework 

and approaches that provide explanation of how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change  over time. 

We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives, 

equipping them well for further education and beyond. 

Y1  Enquiry question: Where does our food come from? 
Linked to seasonal change in science  

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
 
▪ Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents 

▪ Identify the location of hot and 

cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator, North 

and South Poles 

New learning 
Be introduced to the names of the seven continents and name on a world map and globe (as a class using a labelled map/globe): 
Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Oceania and Antarctica. Be introduced to the North and South Poles and 
know that they are the cold parts of the Earth. 
 
Know that a farm is a place where plants are grown for food and animals kept from food and other things such as wool from 
sheep. Some farms only grow plants and some farms only keep animals and some do both. 
Recognise farms, fields and vegetation in photographs (including aerial photographs). 
Know that chickens, sheep, cows and pigs are types of animals often kept on farms. 
Know that we get eggs from chickens, wool from sheep, milk from cows and meat from sheep, cows, chickens and pigs. 



▪ Understand basic subject 

specific vocabulary relating to 

human and physical geography 

▪ Begin to use geographical skills, 

including first-hand observation, 

to enhance their locational 

awareness 

 

 

Know that crops are plants such as wheat or potatoes that are planted by the farmer in fields to make food that they then sell to 
other people. 
Know that wheat has seeds and that these seeds are ground up to make flour that can be used to make bread. 
Know that our food is grown or raised on farms and that we eat food that is grown in different parts of the world.  Identify foods 
that come from each of the six continents, and know that no crops can be grown in Antarctica because it is too cold. 
Understand the concept of harvest as a gathering in of many crops once they have ripened as the summer ends. Recognise 
photographs of farms and fields before and after the harvest. 
 
Understand and start to use the basic vocabulary related to farms: field, harvest, crop, vegetation, soil, earth, season, weather, 
rain, wind, farmer.  
 
Know that the four seasons are spring, summer, autumn and winter and know the order of the cycle: 

 
Observe seasonal changes in the immediate environment through close observation of the weather and the changes to be seen 
in trees and vegetation around them.  
Recognise photographs of farms, fields and vegetation in different seasons. 

Y1  Enquiry question: Where do I live? 
Introducing continents  

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas  

Revision 
Know the names of the seven continents and locate on a world map and globe (progress from chanting as a class when an adult 
points to a labelled map, to placing labels on a map showing only continents): Europe, North America, South America, Africa, 
Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.  
Know that the North and South Poles are cold parts of the world. 
 
New learning 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiO7_W9rs3gAhXIzoUKHRy2BFYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pstohrhu/earthsunseasons/&psig=AOvVaw1desmjZkh6j3G2Y4iJn_O5&ust=1550856937054483


• identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom  

Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to: 

• key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 

• key human features, 
including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop  
 

• use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map 

 

 

 
Our School 
Know that our school is in the town of Barnsley, close to the cities of Leeds and Sheffield, which is in England in the United 
Kingdom (both countries) and the continent of Europe. 
Know that in the world there are things that are made by people and these are called human features.  
Know that in the world there are things that are NOT made by people and these are called physical features.  
Know that farms and fields are human features, and vegetation is a physical feature (revision using photos from last term). 
Understand that a school is a human feature, as it has been made by people.  
Discuss the human and physical features present in school and the local area – know that because we live in a town/city, most of 
the things around us are human features. This includes flowerbeds and trees because these have been planted by people. 
Understand that parts of our local area are different, depending on the human and physical features present.  
Church Street: school, road, pavement, houses/flats, street lights, railings 
High Street: shops, flats, pavement, street lights, traffic lights 
Rabbit Ings: grass, trees, flowers, swings, path, fence 
 
The United Kingdom 
Know that the United Kingdom is a country that is in the continent of Europe, and locate the United Kingdom on a map of the 
world and a globe. Know that the United Kingdom is made up of four smaller countries: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. In the past these were all separate countries. 
Know that Northern Ireland is part of an island to the west of the UK. Know that the southern part of the island is known as 
Ireland or Eire and that this is not part of the UK. 
Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean. 
Locate these bodies of water on a labelled map (chanting as a class). 
 
Know that most countries have a national anthem and this is a special song which is linked to the history of the country.  
Know that the National Anthem of the UK is ‘God Save The Queen’.   
Know the words to the first verse of the song: 
 



God Save The Queen 

God save our gracious Queen!  

Long live our noble Queen!  

God save the Queen!  

Send her victorious,  

Happy and glorious,  

Long to reign over us,  

God save the Queen. 

 
Know that the Union Jack is the national flag of the United Kingdom. Know that this combines aspects of three older national 
flags: the red cross of St George for the Kingdom of England, the white saltire (diagonal cross) of St Andrew for Scotland, and the 
red saltire (diagonal cross) of St Patrick to represent Ireland. Know that Wales is not represented in the flag as it was already part 
of England when the flag was first designed in 1801 when England and Ireland formed a union. 
 

 
The Union Jack flag (1801) 
 
Know that a city is a large town. 
Know that capital cities are the most important cities in a country as this is where the country’s leaders work and make 
decisions about the country.  Know that the government of each country is based there. 
Be introduced to capital cities of the four UK countries, through maps and photographs. 



Know capital cities in the UK and match them with the correct country: England-London, Wales-Cardiff, Scotland-Edinburgh and 
Northern Ireland-Belfast. 
 
Know the following physical features and identify them in photographs of the UK (including aerial photographs): forest, hill, 
mountain, river, valley (and revise vegetation). 
Know the following human features and identify them in photographs of the UK (including aerial photographs): city, town, 
village, house, factory, shop (and revise farm and field). 
 
Identify the following characteristics of the four countries of the UK: 
 

England Wales Scotland Northern Ireland 

London 
The River Thames 

Cardiff Edinburgh Belfast 

 
Maps 
Understand that a map shows us what an area looks like from above. This is sometimes called a bird’s eye view because it is 
what a bird would see as it flew over. 
Understand the difference between a map and an aerial photograph (use Google maps to illustrate). 
Identify the United Kingdom’s coast on a map and in aerial photographs. Compare maps and aerial photographs of the places 
located previously: United Kingdom, North and South Poles, smaller areas of the UK showing the human and physical features 
above. 

Year 1  Enquiry question: What are human and physical features? 
Seas, ships and oceans  

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
 

• name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five 
oceans  

Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to: 

• key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, 

Revision (aiming to achieve end of year expectations by end of block) 
Know the names of the seven continents and locate on a world map and globe: Europe, North America, South America, Africa, 
Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.  
Identify the five oceans: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean. 
Know and locate the four countries in the UK: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Know that Northern Ireland is part of an island to the west of the UK. Know that the southern part of the island is known as 
Ireland or Eire and that this is not part of the UK. 
Know capital cities in the UK and match them with the correct country: England-London, Wales-Cardiff, Scotland-Edinburgh and 
Northern Ireland-Belfast. 
Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean. 
Locate these bodies of water on a labelled map (chanting as a class). 
 



vegetation, season and 
weather 

• key human features, 
including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop  

 

• use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key  

New learning 
 
Atlases 
Know that an atlas is a book that contains maps and helps us find out about the world around us. 
Know that an atlas has a contents page, which tells us which maps are on which page. 
With adult support, locate a world map in an atlas, and use it to locate the seven continents and five oceans of the world. 
With adult support, locate a map of the United Kingdom in an atlas, and use it to locate the four countries of the UK, their capital 
cities, and the surrounding seas. 
Human and Physical Features (Jack & Nancy) 
Identify the following physical features in photographs (including aerial photographs) – beach, cliff, sea, ocean, coast   
Identify the following human features in photographs (including aerial photographs) – port and harbour. 
Locate Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast and London on a map of the UK. 
Know that while Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast are on the coast, London is not (but the River Thames flows through London to 
the sea). 
 
 
The World (Penguin Small) 
Understand that a continent is a large area of land that contains different countries. Distinguish between continents and 
countries (eg. by sorting name cards). 
Identify the five oceans: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean. 
Know that an ocean is a very large expanse of water. 
Know where the Equator is located and that it is an imaginary line drawn around the centre of the Earth. Know that countries 
near the Equator are warmer than those further away from the Equator.  
Know where the North and South Poles are located and understand that these are the coldest places on earth as they are far 
away from the Equator. 
Know that it is extremely difficult for humans to survive at the North and South Poles because of the cold temperatures. 
Understand some of the implications of these cold temperatures:  
 
Maps (You’re Not A Proper Pirate, Sidney Green!) 
Understand that a map shows you what an area looks like from above. This is sometimes called a bird’s eye view because it is 
what a bird would see as it flew over (link to aerial photographs by switching between map and satellite view on Google maps). 
Understand that symbols are used on a map to represent the human and physical features.  
Know that a key is needed on a map to explain the symbols.  
Apply skills to draw a treasure map, including relevant symbols and a key.  
Know the compass directions: North, South, East, West. (learn as a rhyme) 
Understand directional language: near, far, left, right, forward, backward. 



Use these to give directions using a treasure map. 
 

 

Year 1 End of Year Expectations 
 

World map 
Place the labels of the continents in the correct place on a map that shows continents only.  
When asked to name continents, say only correct names (even if they can’t list all of them). 
Place the labels of the oceans in the correct place on a map that shows continents.  
 
UK map  
Place the labels of the countries in the correct place.  
Match the names of the countries with their capitals.  
 
Human and physical geography 
Name the four seasons. 
Identify the following features in photos and drawings: 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 
Geographical skills 
Know that an atlas contains maps and helps us find out about the world around us.  
Know a rhyme for the four compass directions.  
Draw a simple map with a key (imaginary location).  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Y2  Enquiry question: Where is Jamaica and Italy? 
Part of Famous Nurses topic 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage 

Revision 
Know the names of the seven continents and locate on a world map, globe and in an atlas: Europe, North America, South 
America, Africa, Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.  
Identify the five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and 
Arctic Ocean. 
Know that our school is in the town of Barnsley close to the cities of Leeds and Sheffield, which is in England in the United 
Kingdom (both countries) and the continent of Europe. 
New learning 
Locate a map of Europe in an atlas. 
Name and locate on maps, the globe and in an atlas, the countries involved in the Crimean War- England, France, Turkey, Russia 
and the Ukraine. Know that these countries are all in the continent of Europe. 
Name and locate on maps, the globe and in an atlas, the birth countries of Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale - Jamaica and 
Italy.  Know that Jamaica is in North America and Italy is in Europe. 
Label the countries mentioned above on a world map. 
 

Y2  Enquiry questions: How has London changed?  
Part of Fire of London topic 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• use aerial photographs and 

plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features 

• use simple compass 
directions (north, south, 
east and west) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far, left and right], to 

Revision 
Know that our school is in the town of Barnsley, which is in England in the United Kingdom (both countries) and the continent of 
Europe. 
Know and locate the four countries in the UK: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Know capital cities in the UK and locate these cities on a map of the UK: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast. Know that while 
Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast are on the coast, London is not (but the River Thames flows through London to the sea). 
Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean. 
Know the compass directions: North, South, East, West. 
Know the following physical features and identify them in photographs of the UK (including aerial photographs): river, coast, sea, 
ocean. 
Know the following human features and identify them in photographs of the UK (including aerial photographs): city. 



describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map 

 
New Learning 
Identify modern landmarks in London from photographs: Big Ben, London Eye, Houses of Parliament, Tower Bridge, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Millennium Dome/O2, Buckingham Palace, Canary Wharf, the Shard.  
Know that the River Thames runs through London and is the second longest river in the UK (River Severn is the longest). 
Know that a borough is a village, town or part of a large city that has its own government. 
Name and locate the borough the fire took place in – the City of London, and the borough our school is located in – Barnsley 
borough and we are very close to Wakefield borough.   
Look at maps of London before the fire and identify famous landmarks, the River Thames and Pudding Lane.  
Compare with modern maps of London and identify similarities and differences.  
Study maps of how the fire spread and use compass points to describe the direction of the fire.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the above two short blocks, there will be regular short sessions of retrieval practice throughout the year, which embed learning from 
Year 1. 

Y2  Enquiry question: Why should people preserve the rainforest? 
Rainforests – Brazil & Sumatra 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• identify the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator 

• use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features 

• use simple compass 
directions (north, south, 
east and west) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 

Revision 
Know the names of the seven continents and locate on a world map, globe and in an atlas: Europe, North America, South 
America, Africa, Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.  
Identify the five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and 
Arctic Ocean. 
Locate the following countries on a world map: France, Turkey, Russia, the Ukraine, Jamaica and Italy. 
Sort the names of the previously learnt countries and the continents (understand the difference between continents and 
countries). 
Identify the location of the Equator, North and South Poles on a world map and globe. 
Know the compass directions: North, South, East, West. 
Know that in the world there are things that are made by people and these are called human features.  
Know that in the world there are things that are NOT made by people and these are called physical features.  



and far, left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map 

• understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the 
human and physical 
geography of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European 
country 

Understand that a map shows you what an area looks like from above. This is sometimes called a bird’s eye view because it is 
what a bird would see as it flew over. 
Understand that symbols are used on a map to represent the human and physical features.  
Know that a key is needed on a map to explain the symbols.  
 
New Learning 
Name and locate India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil and Sumatra on a world map, globe and in an atlas.  
Label these countries on a world map. 
Know that Brazil is a country in the continent of South America. It has a coast on the Atlantic Ocean. 
Know that Sumatra is an island that is part of the country of Indonesia, in the continent of Asia. 
Find a map of South America in an atlas. 
Name and locate the Amazon rainforest and other rainforests such as in Sumatra on a world map, globe and in an atlas.  
Observe and describe where in the world rainforests tend to occur (near the Equator).  
Know where the Equator is located and the impact this has on temperature. Know that it is an imaginary line drawn around the 
world 
 
Amazon Rainforest 
Know that the Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the world and over half of it is located in Brazil. 
Know that climate refers to ‘the weather conditions in an area over a long period of time.’ 
Know that the Amazon Rainforest has a hot, humid climate. Instead of having four seasons as we do in the UK, it is hot and 
humid all year round, with a rainy season from December – April. 
Understand that tribes of people still live here and have no contact with the outside world. 
Know that farmers grow crops such as rice, citrus fruits, bananas, coffee and tea in the Amazon. 
Know that the animals that live in the rainforest include 
Know that the plants that grow in the rainforest include  
 
Know the four main reasons we need rainforests: 

1) Habitats for plants and animals 
2) Provides oxygen for us to breathe 
3) We get medicine and food from the rainforest  
4) Rainforest prevents flooding 

 
Understand that people chopping trees down is known as deforestation. People do this in order to sell the timber – Brazil is one 
of the biggest sellers of timber in the world. It also sells more coffee than any other country in the world.  
Know that deforestation is a problem in the Amazon Rainforest as it means animals lose their habitats and can’t survive and 
tribespeople are losing their homes and way of life.  



 
Use a range of sources including aerial photographs, Google maps, maps and photographs to compare and contrast the Amazon 
rainforest with South Yorkshire forest.  
 
Use vocabulary to describe similarities and differences between the  human and physical features in the Amazon rainforest and 
South Yorkshire, including those already learnt in Year 1: 
Physical features – forest, hill, mountain, river, valley, vegetation, coast, beach, cliff, sea and ocean. 
Human features – city, town, village, house, factory, shop, farm, field, harbour and port. 
 
Ordnance Survey Symbols 
Be introduced to the following OS Map symbols - road, footpath, trees, river, building. 
Using photographs studied, draw a simple map of an area of South Yorkshire forest (with a key). 
Use the four compass points to describe the locations of the landmarks on their map. 
 

Year 2 End of Year Expectations 

World map 
Sort cards into country or continent (using countries previously learnt). 
List the seven continents from memory and when given the spellings of the continent names, label them on a world map.  
Label the North Pole, South Pole and Equator and five oceans.  
Begin to identify these features on world maps with an unfamiliar appearance (eg. In an atlas, on Google maps, with different colours, with countries 
labelled or on relief maps). 
 
UK map  
When given spellings, label the four countries, capitals and surrounding seas in the correct places.  
Answer from memory when asked what the capital of one of the four UK countries is. 
 
Human and physical geography 
Say the four seasons in order and label a diagram of the cycle.  
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 
Geographical skills 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Explorer-25k-Legend-en.pdf


Find a map of the world and of the UK in an atlas.  
Use the four compass points to describe locations of features and routes around a variety of different maps.  
Draw a simple map with a key (real location; beginning to use OS map symbols). 
 

Y3  Enquiry question: Why are rivers important in our lives?  
Rivers 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical 
geography, including rivers  

• Locate the world’s countries 
using maps, atlases and 
globes 

• Name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects 
have changed over time 

• Use symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Know and locate the countries of the UK and their capitals. 
Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil & Sumatra. 
Know and locate the four countries in the UK: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Know capital cities in the UK and locate these cities on a map of the UK: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast. Know that 
while Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast are on the coast, London is not (but the River Thames flows through London to the sea). 
Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean. 
The River Thames is the second longest river in the UK – the longest is the River Severn, which flows from England into Wales. 
The River Dearne is the main river that flows through Barnsley  
Vocabulary: continent, country, capital city, island, ocean, sea, river, coast, cliff, beach, mountain, valley, hill, port, harbour, 
physical and human features. 
 
New Learning 
Locate the River Thames, River Severn and River Dearne on a map of the UK and in an atlas. 
To know that the source of the River Dearne is in Denby Dale, west Barnsley, while the mouth of the River Dearne is in 
Conisbrough (River Don).   
Mark the River Dearne, including its source and its mouth, on a map of the UK. 
Know that water always flows downstream, which means it flows downhill towards the sea. Use arrows on a map of UK rivers 
to show the direction of water flow. 
Ordnance Survey Symbols 
Know the following OS Map symbols - road, footpath, railway station, castle, parking, place of worship, school, post office, 
toilet, trees. 
Recognise rivers, lakes, mountains, hills and coasts on OS maps of the UK. 
Use the following terms to describe features of rivers, and identify them on diagrams, maps and photographs: 
 

Term Definition 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Explorer-25k-Legend-en.pdf


Fresh water Water that is not salty, such as the water in rivers and lakes 

Salt water Water from the sea that has salt in it so humans and most plants and animals cannot 
drink it 

River A large amount of fresh water flowing towards an ocean, sea, lake or another river 

Stream A small, narrow river 

Tributary A river or stream that flows into a larger river or lake 

Lake A large area of fresh water surrounded by land 

Reservoir A large natural or artificial lake used as a source of water supply 
Canal A man-made waterway, which is used by boats and ships to transport goods across 

land 

River bank Land along the edge of a river 

River bed The bottom of the river, usually made of mud, sand or rocks 

Current The strength and speed of a river 

Source The original starting point from which the river flows 
Spring Water that flows up from under the ground and forms a small stream or pool 

Waterfall A place where water flows over an edge and falls into a pool below 

Meander A winding curve or bend in a river 

Rapids Sections of a river where the water moves very fast, often over rocks 

Estuary The wide part of a river where it joins the sea. The water is a mixture of freshwater 
and salt water.  Water that is a mixture of saltwater and freshwater is called brackish. 

Delta An area of low, flat land shaped like a triangle where a river splits and spreads out 
into several branches before entering the sea 

Mouth The place where it flows into the sea. It is the end of the river. 

Floodplain A flat area on the edge of a river where the ground is made from the soil, sand and 
rock left by the river when it floods 

Silt Fine sand, soil or mud which is carried along by a river. Plants grow very well in silt so 
where silt is dropped by the river (deposited) in the floodplain, the land will be very 
fertile. 

Fertile Land where plants can grow easily 

Erosion The very slow wearing away of rock or soil by rivers, the sea or the weather 

Pollution The introduction of harmful materials into the environment 

Irrigation The means to supply land with water from the river, usually by digging ditches that 
carry the water from the water to the fields 

 
Know the following uses of rivers: 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/water_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/flow_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ground_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/form_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/small_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/stream_1
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pool_1


Water Rivers carry water and food to areas all around the earth 

 Rivers drain (carry away) the rain from the land to the sea 
Habitats Many plants and animals live in, on or close to rivers on the river   

                 banks 

Transport Rivers provide travel routes for exploration, trade and leisure 

Farming Valleys and flood plains provide fertile soils 

 Farmers in dry regions irrigate their crops using water carried   
                 by irrigation ditches from nearby rivers 

Energy Fast flowing rivers can be used to power machines. This was  
                 more common before electricity (eg. In water mills) 

 Today steep rivers are still used to power hydroelectric plants and their water 
turbines 

    
Know that historically, people settled near rivers because they provided necessary water for drinking and growing crops, as 
well as providing transport and powering machines. 
Link this to the location of the UK’s capital cities – they are all near the mouth of a river. 
Name the following cities that are located on rivers, and locate them on a map of the UK: Southampton (Test), Bristol (Severn), 
Liverpool (Mersey), Inverness (Ness), Londonderry (Foyle). 
 
World Rivers 
Amazon River (linking to Amazon rainforest from Year 2): 
Know that the Amazon River is in South America and has the largest volume of water in the world flowing out of it. Locate a 
map of South America and the Amazon River in an atlas. It flows from Peru through Brazil (including the Amazon rainforest) to 
the Atlantic Ocean. 
Know that its estuary is the widest in the world, and observe it on aerial photographs and the corresponding maps. 
 
River Nile (linking to Ancient Egypt in Spring term): 
Find a map of Africa in an atlas and locate the River Nile. 
Locate Burundi, Rwanda and Egypt on a world map and in an atlas and know that these countries are in the continent of Africa.  
Know that the River Nile is the longest river in the world.   
Know that the source of the River Nile is in Burundi, its mouth is in Egypt and it flows into the Mediterranean Sea (links to 
ancient Greece and Rome). 
Identify the River Nile, including its delta and floodplains, on maps and aerial photographs. 
Plot the River Nile on a map of Africa. 
Compare the River Dearne with the River Nile (including by comparing maps and aerial photographs): 



 
Know 
the 

meaning of the following idioms relating to rivers: 
 

Idiom Meaning 

Cry me a river Your complaints won’t make me change my mind 

Sell someone down the river Betray someone 

Go with the flow Relax and accept a situation (rather than fighting against the current to get 
upriver)/take the easy option 

 

 River Dearne River Nile 
Continent Europe Africa 

Countries flows through England Burundi, Sudan, Ethiopia, Egypt 

Length 52km 6695km 

Flows into North Sea Mediterranean Sea 

Physical features Estuary Delta 

Y3  Enquiry question: How has Egypt changed over time? 
Linked to Ancient Egypt in history 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• locate the world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Vocabulary: continent, country, capital city, island, ocean, sea, river, coast, cliff, beach, mountain, valley, hill, port, harbour, 
physical and human features. 
Know that historically, people settled near rivers because they provided necessary water for drinking and growing crops, as 
well as providing transport and powering machines. 
Find a map of Africa in an atlas and locate the River Nile. 
Locate Burundi, Rwanda and Egypt on a world map and in an atlas and know that these countries are in the continent of Africa.  
Know that the River Nile is the longest river in the world.   
Know that the source of the River Nile is in Burundi, its mouth is in Egypt and it flows into the Mediterranean Sea (links to 
ancient Greece and Rome). 
Identify the River Nile, including its delta and floodplains, on maps and aerial photographs. 
Plot the River Nile on a map of Africa. 
Compare the River Dearne with the River Nile (including by comparing maps and aerial photographs): 
 
 
New Learning 



Locate Egypt on a map of Africa and on a world map, and know that Egypt is a country in the north of the continent of Africa. It 
is in the northern hemisphere.  
Know that the capital city of Egypt is Cairo and locate Cairo on a map of Africa. Know that major landmarks in Egypt are the 
Great Pyramids and Great Sphinx in Giza and Valley of the Kings in Luxor. 
Know that Egypt has coasts on both the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, and that it shares borders with Libya, Sudan and 
Israel.  
Know that Egypt is a very dry country, and the majority of its vegetation grows along the River Nile and its floodplain, due to 
the fact that plants need water to survive. 
Know that a wide variety of crops are grown on the fertile land in the Nile Valley, including cotton, sugarcane, date palms and 
fruit trees. 
Additional learning about the flooding season and its significance to life in ancient Egypt in history. 
Locate the Sahara desert on a map of Africa and know that it is the largest hot desert in the world. It covers large parts of 
many countries in northern Africa. 
Know that a desert is a large area of land that gets very little rain each year. Egypt’s climate is known as a hot desert climate – 
it is hot and dry in summer, and warm with little rain in winter. 
Know that in the past, Egypt had a cooler, wetter climate and so there used to be more animals that are now more commonly 
found in East Africa, such as giraffes, hippos, crocodiles, ostriches, elephants and rhinoceroses. Now, common mammals are 
gazelle, Barbary sheep and desert foxes. Birds include birds of prey such as vultures, eagles and owls, and other large birds 
such as storks, flamingos, herons and pelicans. 
Know that in the desert, plants have small, leathery leaves, long roots, and prickles or thorns, in order to save water and deter 
herbivores. 
Know that Egypt’s population is 97.55 million, compared to 66 million in the UK. Know that nearly all of these people live along 
the River Nile, and that the population density in the Sahara Desert is extremely low, due to the hot, dry conditions. 
Know that Egypt’s most important trading partners are China, the USA, Italy and Germany. Its major export is petrol, and it 
also exports rice, onions, garlic and citrus fruits, which have been grown through farming.  
 

Y3  Enquiry question: Why is Italy changing the future? 
Linked to the Romans in history 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• locate the world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi & Rwanda. 
Vocabulary: continent, country, capital city, island, ocean, sea, river, coast, cliff, beach, mountain, valley, hill, port, harbour, 
physical and human features. 
 



characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 

New Learning 
Italy 
Know that Italy is a country in the south of the continent of Europe (in the northern hemisphere), and that its capital city is 
Rome. Locate Italy on a map of Europe and a world map. 
Know that the population of Italy is 60 million (compared with 66 million for the UK). Almost half of these people live in the Po 
River Valley, similarly to the greater population density along the Nile in Egypt. 
Know that Vatican City, the home of the Pope, is within Rome, and that it is a separate country. 
Know that Italy has a coastline on the Mediterranean Sea, and borders with France, Switzerland, Austria and Slovenia.  
Know that there are many islands that form part of Italy, and that the largest of these are Sardinia and Sicily. 
Locate Italy, Rome, Sardinia, Sicily and the Mediterranean Sea in an atlas and mark Rome, Sardinia, Sicily and the 
Mediterranean Sea on a map of Italy. 
Know that Italy has a Mediterranean climate, and this means that it has hot, dry summers and rainy winters.  
Identify known physical and human features on aerial photographs and maps of Italy. 
Know that major landmarks in Italy are the Colosseum and Roman Forum (Rome), the Leaning Tower of Pisa, the Grand Canals 
(Venice), the ruins of Pompeii (Naples) and the Ponte Vecchio (Florence). 
The below concepts are visited in more detail in later year groups, so only a brief explanation of the bold words is needed: 
Know that the Alps is a large mountain range that stretches across Europe, and part of it is in Italy (the Dolomites). The highest 
peak is Mont Blanc at 4808m. 
Know that the longest river is the River Po, which flows through major cities such as Milan and Turin. It is used for industry 
(factories) and agriculture (farming).  
Know that Italy is one of the best-ranked countries for green energy production, and has the fourth best usage of solar energy. 
Know that Italy is located at the point where the Eurasian and African plates collide, so there are lots of earthquakes and 
volcanoes.  
Know that Italy has the highest level of fauna diversity in Europe, as its landscape and climate mean it has many different 
types of habitat. Mammals include the Etruscan shrew (smallest mammal in the world), and lynx, wolves, bears and 
porcupines. Storks and birds of prey migrate to Italy from Africa in spring. Commonly seen insects include the praying mantis, 
cicada and glow-worm. 
Know that common plants are olive and pine trees in shrubland, oak, beech and chestnut trees in the lower mountains, and 
evergreen trees such as larch, pine and fir in the Alps. 

Year 3 End of Year Expectations 

World map 
Sort cards into country or continent (using all countries previously learnt). Begin to sort country cards by continent.  
List the seven continents from memory and label them on a world map.  
Label the North Pole, South Pole, Equator and five oceans.  
Begin to identify these features on world maps with an unfamiliar appearance (eg. In an atlas, on Google maps, with different colours, with countries labelled or on relief 
maps). 



Reliably locate the United Kingdom, and at least 3 more of the countries learnt on a world map.  
Name one of the longest rivers in the world (Nile or Amazon) and the largest hot desert in the world (Sahara). 
 
UK map  
When given spellings, label the four countries, capitals and surrounding seas in the correct places.  
List the capitals of the four countries of the UK from memory, and name at least one other major city. 
Name one of the longest rivers in the UK (Thames or Severn). 
 
Human and physical geography 
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

Describe some of the reasons why people have historically settled near rivers.  
 
Geographical skills 
Find a map of the world, the UK, Europe, South America and Africa in an atlas.  
Use the four compass points to describe locations of features and routes around a variety of different maps.  

Y4  Enquiry question: What is Scandinavia like? 
Linked to Anglo Saxons and Vikings in history 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in 
a European country 

• Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Mark the North Pole, South Pole and the Equator on the world map, and know that it is very cold at the poles, and very hot 
near the Equator. 
Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi & Rwanda. 
Know and locate the four countries in the UK: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Know capital cities in the UK and locate these cities on a map of the UK: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast. Know that 
while Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast are on the coast, London is not (but the River Thames flows through London to the 
sea). 
Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean. 
Locate a map of Europe in an atlas and identify which of the countries already learnt about are in Europe. 



characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 
 

Vocabulary: continent, country, capital city, island, ocean, sea, river, coast, cliff, beach, mountain, valley, hill, port, harbour, 
physical and human features. 
 
New Learning 
 
Northern Europe 
Know that Scandinavia is a region (made up of several countries) in the north of the continent of Europe, in the northern 
hemisphere.  
Know that Scandinavia is made up of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland, and locate these countries on a map 
of Europe, map of the world and in an atlas.  
Know that the capital city of Norway is Oslo, Denmark is Copenhagen and Sweden is Stockholm.  
Know that Iceland is an island in the North Atlantic. 
Know how the population of Scandinavian countries compares with the population of the UK and how this affects the 
landscape (compare aerial maps, looking at density of settlements): 
Denmark – 5.7 million 
Sweden – 10 million 
Norway – 5.2 million 
Finland – 5.5 million 
Iceland – 338,000 
Know that the population density of Scandinavia is much less than that of the UK or Italy. 
Know that Scandinavian countries have coasts on the North Sea, Norwegian Sea, Baltic Sea and Barents Sea, and that 
Scandinavia is across the North Sea from England and Scotland. 
Know that Finland has a border with Russia, and Denmark with Germany. 
 
Know that a mountain is a large landform that rises high above the surrounding land, usually in the form of a peak, and 
identify mountains on maps and aerial photographs of Scandinavia and the UK. Know that there is a large range of 
mountains called the Scandinavian Mountains. 
Know that a fjord is a long, narrow inlet of the sea between steep cliffs and identify fjords on maps and aerial photographs 
of Scandinavia.  
Recognise previously learnt human and physical features on maps and aerial photographs of Scandinavia. 
Know the OS symbols for these physical and human features and use them to identify the physical and human features in 
an area of Scandinavia. 
Use an aerial photograph of an area of Scandinavia to draw a map using OS map symbols. 
 
Know that different parts of Scandinavia have different climates, but generally it is colder than the UK because it is closer 
to the North Pole.  



Know that unlike many parts of the world, temperatures do not automatically become colder the farther north you travel. 
Instead, temperatures are usually colder inland and warmer on the coast. 
Compare temperature and precipitation data from the UK and Scandinavian countries. 
Know that there is a wide variety of flora due to the varied landscapes and climate. There are large areas of forest 
containing many different types of tree, including birch, spruce, pine and beech. 
Know that animals and people have adapted to the cold weather.  
Know about the Sami people, some of whom herd reindeer in the most northern parts of Finland, Sweden and Norway.  
Know that people have adapted to the cold winters in Finland- sauna, warm homes, winter tyres for cars (studded), snow-
ploughs, grit spreaders, reflector poles that stick out of the snow to show where the edge of the road is, warm clothes   
Know that mammals such as bears, moose, beavers, lynx, weasels, pine marten, stoats and red squirrels live in northern 
Europe.  
Know that some animals have adapted to live in the cold climate.  
Know that some animals migrate, which means they travel and live in other places at different times of the year.  
Know that the Scandinavian Mountains are home to lemmings, which have a population explosion every 3 – 5 years. Off 
the coast are several species of seal, walrus, whale, dolphin and porpoise. There are limited numbers of reptile and 
amphibian. 
 
Know that major landmarks in Scandinavia include: many ancient castles in Denmark (the oldest monarchy in Europe), 
Djurgarden (an island tourist attraction in Stockholm), Oresund underwater bridge between Sweden and Denmark (longest 
road and rail bridge in Europe), and the Little Mermaid statue in Copenhagen (author Hans Christian Andersen was Danish). 
 
Know that different Scandinavian countries have different significant natural resources: 
Sweden – iron 
Finland – wood 
Norway – oil 
Denmark – more than 60% of the land is used for agriculture. Its main crop is maize and it also raises cattle, sheep and pigs.  
Iceland – approximately 75% of its exports are fish products 
 

Y4  Enquiry question: What are the Hemispheres? 
Antarctica/The Arctic 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Identify the position and 

significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Mark the North Pole, South Pole and the Equator on the world map, and know that it is very cold at the poles, and very hot 
near the Equator. 



• Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including climate zones and 
biomes 

• Use the eight points of a compass 

Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
Locate a map of Europe in an atlas and identify which of the countries already learnt about are in Europe. 
 
New Learning 
 
Compass points 
Know the 8 points of a compass - North, North East, East, South East, South, South West, West, North West. 
Describe the location of countries studied in relation to each other using the 8 compass points.  
Describe the location of countries studied within their continents using the 8 compass points.  
 
 
Arctic Circle 
Know that the Arctic Circle is at the northern point of the earth. 
Know that the North Pole is the most northern point and it is in the Arctic Circle. 
Know that the Arctic Circle is in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Know that two continents are within the Arctic Circle: Europe - Russia, Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland and 
North America - USA, Canada and Greenland. 
 
Antarctica  
Know that the Antarctic Circle is at the southern point of the earth.  
Know that the South Pole is the most southern point and it is in the Antarctic Circle. 
Know that the Antarctic Circle is in the Southern Hemisphere.  
Know that Antarctica is a continent inside the Antarctic Circle.  
Know that Antarctica is in the Southern Ocean.  
Understand that no humans live permanently in Antarctica, but some people live there for part of the year to study it.  
 
 
 
Climate 
Know that the North and South Poles are the coldest parts of the earth, because they don’t get as much direct sunlight. 
They have a polar climate, which means that temperatures are almost always below freezing. 
 
Locate the places listed above on a globe, world map and in an atlas.  
Sort the countries studied so far according to which continent they are in. 

Y4  Enquiry question: Where is the Middle East? 



The Middle East 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 

• Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Identify the North Pole, South Pole, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, Equator, Northern Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere 
on a world map and globe. 
Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
 
 
New Learning 
Know that the Middle East is a geographical area whose countries are part of the continent of Asia. It has coastlines on the 
Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea and Arabian Sea, as well as the Caspian Sea, which is the world’s largest inland body of water.  
Know that today, the Middle East is divided into many different countries. People disagree about precisely which countries 
are included in the Middle East, but it usually includes all of those nations west of India and south of Europe. Sometimes 
some of the northern African countries are included in the Middle East. 
Shade the countries in the Middle East on a map of the world.  
Know that Mecca and Medina are cities in the country of Saudi Arabia. 
Know that Baghdad is the capital of the country of Iraq. 
Locate the above cities on a map of the Middle East. 
Know that both Christianity (Jerusalem) and Islam (Mecca) began in the Middle East. Locate the country of Israel and the 
city of Jerusalem on a map of the Middle East. 
Know that Saudi Arabia is the second richest country in natural resources in the world (behind China). Its economy depends 
on its huge reserves of oil. It also has large reserves of natural gas and minerals such as lead, copper, silver and gold.  
 

Year 4 End of Year Expectations 

World map 
Separate the names of the continents from the names of countries. Group the names of the countries already learnt by continent mostly accurately. 
Label the North Pole, South Pole, Equator, Arctic and Antarctic circles, seven continents and five oceans on a world map. 
Reliably locate the United Kingdom, France, Russia, India, Brazil and at least 3 more of the countries learnt on a world map.  
Name one of the longest rivers in the world (Nile or Amazon), the largest hot desert in the world (Sahara), a rainforest (Amazon) and a tundra biome (Antarctic). 
 
UK map  
When given spellings, label the four countries, capitals and surrounding seas in the correct places.  
List the capitals of the four countries of the UK from memory, and name at least one other major city. 
Name one of the longest rivers in the UK (Thames or Severn). 



 
Human and physical geography 
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

Describe some of the reasons why people have historically settled near rivers.  
Describe some similarities and differences between the UK, Scandinavia and the Antarctic. 
 
Geographical skills 
Find a map of the world, the UK, Europe, South America and Africa in an atlas.  
Use the four compass points to describe locations of features and routes around a variety of different maps. 
 

Y5 Enquiry question: Why are natural resources important for our future? 
Biomes and distribution of natural resources 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical 
geography, including biomes 
and vegetation belts 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including the distribution of 
natural resources 

Revision 
Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Identify the North Pole, South Pole, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, Equator, Northern Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere on 
a world map and globe. 
Locate the following countries on a world map, globe and in an atlas: the UK, France, Russia, Turkey, the Ukraine, Italy, 
Jamaica, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
See Y2 rainforests and Y4 Arctic and Antarctic Circle planning for prior knowledge of specific biomes. 
Locate the Sahara desert on a map of Africa and know that it is the largest hot desert in the world. It covers large parts of many 
countries in northern Africa. 
Know that a desert is a large area of land that gets very little rain each year. 
 
New Learning 
Know the location of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and their significance (). 
 
A biome is a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and certain types of living things. Major biomes include tundra, 
forests (taiga, deciduous and tropical), grasslands, and deserts. 
 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/tundra/399631


Plants, animals, climate, location on a world map 
 
Tropical forests (revision from Y2 – check what to refer back to and whether anything needs to be added) 
Know that tropical rainforests lie near the Equator.  
Revise location of Amazon rainforest in South America. Know that rainforests also exist in Africa and Asia following the 
equator. 
Know the features of the layers of rainforest – emergent, canopy, understory, forest floor 
Understand how tribes survive in the rainforest, including the Yanomami tribe. 
Understand that the rainforest is humid, dark and gets nearly 3 times as much rainfall  as Africa’s average. 
Know that this biome has hot, wet conditions all year long.  
Know that tropical rainforest biomes contain more species of animals and plants than any other biome.  
Know that tall, tropical trees and many other plants grow there.  
Know that monkeys, parrots, and anaconda snakes are some of the many rainforest animals. 
Use data including average rainfall, average monthly temperature and average number of sunshine hours per month to 
understand the climate of Manaus. 
Know that climate refers to ‘the weather conditions in an area over a long period of time.’ 
Deforestation 
Understand the term ‘deforestation’ as ‘the action of clearing a large area of trees’. Understand that forests are cut down to 
be sold as fuel and also to clear land for industry and pasture.  
Understand the impact of deforestation including loss of habitat, climate change, impact on water cycle, soil erosion and 
destruction of the homelands of indigenous people. 
 
Antarctica Biome  
Understand that Antarctica has the coldest climate on earth.  
Know that the coldest recorded temperature in Antarctica is -89 degrees celsius. 
Antarctica is a Tundra Biome.  
Know that Antarctica is the coldest, windiest and driest biome. 
Know that Antarctica is covered in ice.  
Understand that there are no trees or shrubs in Antarctica and there are only two types of plants: Antarctic hair grass and 
Antarctic pearlwort. 
Tundra 
Know that the tundra biome is found in extreme northern regions.  
Know that this biome has cold, dry conditions.  
Know that the main plants include mosses, lichens, and short grasses.  
Know that arctic foxes, reindeer, and migrating birds are some common tundra animals. 
 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/rainforest/353695
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Equator/353104
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/monkey/353485
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/parrot-family/353601
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/anaconda/352749
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/tundra/399631
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/moss/353495
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/lichen/353385
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/grass/353204
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Arctic-fox/627468
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/reindeer/390842


Taiga 
Know that the taiga is a conifer forest biome.  
Know that it lies just south of the tundra biome.  
Know that taiga has long, cold winters and short, mild summers and that it gets more rain than the tundra does, so it can 
support conifers.  
Know that conifers are trees with needles, such as spruces and firs.  
Know that lynx, gray wolves, moose, and beavers live in this biome. 
 
Deciduous forests 
Know that deciduous forests are found mainly in the Northern Hemisphere.  
Know that this biome has cold winters and warm summers.  
Know that the trees are deciduous, meaning that they shed their leaves in the fall.  
Know that deer, bears, bobcats, and squirrels are common to this biome. 
 
 
Grasslands 
Know that grassland biomes are places that get enough rain for grasses to grow but not enough to support forests.  
Know that temperate grasslands have hot summers and cold winters.  
Know that tropical grasslands, also known as savannahs, are hot all year long.  
Know that prairie dogs and mule deer live in the temperate grasslands of North America.  
Know that giraffes, zebras, and lions live in the tropical grasslands of Africa. 
 
Deserts  
Know that deserts are very hot and the driest biome.  
Know that the largest desert, the Sahara, is in northern Africa.  
Know that deserts receive less than 10 inches (25 centimetres) of rain each year.  
Know that they do not have much plant life or many animals.  
Know that cacti and creosote bushes are two types of plant that can survive the dry conditions.  
Know that rattlesnakes, lizards, roadrunners, and owls are some of the animals of this biome. 
 

Y5  Enquiry question – Would you prefer to live in an urban or rural area?  
Local study, maps and land use  

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 
through the study of human 

Revision 
Identify the seven continents: Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.  
Identify the five oceans: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean.  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/taiga/403917
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/conifer/399412
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/spruce/353803
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/fir/353126
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/lynx/353403
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/wolf/353930
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/moose/384796
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/beaver/352837
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/forest/390614
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/deer/353044
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/bear/352836
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/bobcat/598960
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/squirrel/353805
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/grass/353204
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/grassland/346127
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/prairie-dog/353666
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/giraffe/353182
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/zebra/353951
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/lion/353389
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/desert/346108
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Sahara/346205
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/rattlesnake/353699
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/lizard/353393
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/roadrunner/353720
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/owl/353584


and physical geography of a 
region in the United Kingdom 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including types of settlement 
and land use 

• Name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom 

• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom 

• Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

• Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graph 

 

 

Know the four countries of the UK and their capitals and label these on a map. 
Understand that physical features are naturally created. 
Understand that human features are man-made. 
Describe daily and seasonal weather patterns. 
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

Describe some of the reasons why people have historically settled near rivers.  
Find a map of the UK in an atlas. 
 
New Learning 
 
Maps 
Know the 8 points of a compass - North, North East, East, South East, South, South West, West, North West 
Understand what 4 and 6 figure grid references are and use them to locate places on maps. 
Understand the symbols used on a map. (see below) 
 
UK location knowledge 
Consolidate and extend knowledge of the UK, referring to prior learning about the following: 
Look at photographs and maps of the four capital cities, identifying human and physical features. 
Locate other major cities in the UK on a map, and identify their human and physical features. 
Note cities that are located on the coast/on river estuaries and link this to the availability of natural resources and trade links. 
Understand that a county is an area that is run by a local government. 
Know that there are 48 counties in England. 
Begin to locate the counties of England on a map of the UK, in particular the counties in the South East of England and those 
linked to other areas of learning eg. Locations in class texts. 
Know that the UK is in the temperate climate zone and what this means regarding temperature and precipitation. 
Locate the features listed above in an atlas. 
 
Location of Royston and Cawthorne in their wider context 
Locate Royston on a map of England.  



Understand that Royston is located in Barnsley and that Barnsley is in South Yorkshire in England. 
Know that Cawthorne is a village in the area of Penistone 
Know that South Yorkshire is a county and is bordered by: West Yorkshire, North Yorkshire, East Riding of Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. 
Locate these 6 counties on a map. Understand that all these counties are situated in either Yorkshire or the Midlands.  
Know that South Yorkshire was the frontier of the Roman Empire during the Roman period and that is why people first settled 
here.  
Know that Barnsley being near the Pennines meant that people grew up around industries of mining and steel manufacturing. 
(Particular focus on mining in Barnsley where at one time 98% of Barnsley’s population worked in that industry and touch on 
Sheffield as the Steel City) 
Know that the county of East Riding of Yorkshire borders the sea, knowing the meaning of the words coast and coastline and 
that the seaside towns of Humber, Bridlington, Scarborough and Whitby are all situated in the East Riding of Yorkshire county. 
Locate the features listed above in an atlas and on OS maps. 
 
Human and Physical Geography of Royston and Cawthorne  
Know the terms urban and rural with regards to human and physical features and understand that Royston is urban and 
Cawthorne is rural. 
 
Know that there are different types of settlement – cities, towns and villages – and the differences between them. Know that 
Barnsley is a town and Royston is a village in the suburb of Barnsley. 
Understand the difference between the population densities of different types of settlement. 
Compare the physical and human features in the two areas, including: 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 
Understand the advantages and disadvantages of living in an urban or rural environment in terms of job availability and choice, 
traffic and pollution levels, choice in terms of shopping and leisure opportunities, public transport, natural beauty, noise levels. 
Express their own opinion about where they would rather live and why.  
Through fieldwork (in local area and on Cawthorne trip taking in Cannon Hall and Cawthorne Country Park), compare human 
and physical features and land use within Royston and Cawthorne, including by making sketch maps, and looking at maps and 
aerial photography.  
 

 

Y5  Enquiry question: Why are time zones significant?  



The Earth   

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Describe and understand 

key aspects of physical 
geography, including 
climate zones 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including 
day and night) 

• Use 4- and 6-figure grid 
references 

 

 

 

 

Revision 

Know and locate seven continents and five oceans on a world map, globe and in an atlas. 
Identify the North Pole, South Pole, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, Equator, Northern Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere on a 
world map and globe. 
Use the four compass points to give directions and describe locations. 

See knowledge of biomes from Year 4 for prior learning about world climates. 

New Learning 

Know that lines of latitude and longitude are used to locate places accurately on the Earth's surface.  

Know that lines of latitude circle the Earth in an east-west direction. They are parallel. They are different lengths,( eg: the 
equator is 40,075 km long, the Antarctic circle is 17,662 km long, the South Pole is 0 km long – exact distances do not need to be 
known). 

Know the names and location of these important lines of latitude: 

• the equator (0°)  

• the Tropic of Cancer (23.5° north) 

• the Tropic of Capricorn (23.5° south) 

• the Arctic circle (66.5° north) 

• the Antarctic circle (66.5° south) 

• the North Pole (90° north) 

• the South Pole (90° south) 

Know that lines of longitude run from the top of the Earth to the bottom. They are not parallel but they are all the same length. 
They meet at a point at the north and south poles and are called meridians. 

Know that meridians divide the Earth into segments, like an orange.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/geographical_enquiry/geographical_skills/revision/6/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/geographical_enquiry/geographical_skills/revision/6/


Know that the line which runs through Greenwich in London is called the Greenwich Meridian or Prime Meridian. The Prime 
Meridian is 0° longitude. 

Know that the Earth is divided into three major climate zones by the lines of latitude – polar, temperate and tropical zones. 

 

Know that countries in the Northern Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere have different seasons due to the tilt of the earth. 
Know that it is hotter at the Equator because the angle at which the earth is tilted means that it receives more direct sunlight. 
 
Compare annual weather between: 
England 
Australia 
Norway 
Egypt 
Brazil 
Bangladesh 
Understand the significance of their location, in relation to their weather.  
Know that the hemisphere they are in and their proximity to the Equator has the biggest impact on their climate, as the angle at 
which the earth is tilted affects how much direct sunlight they receive. 



Know that the different climate zones and hemispheres of the world experience different seasons at different times of the year. 

Know that the index of an atlas shows where places can be found, eg Birmingham, UK - 52° north 1° west. This means that 
Birmingham is located at approximately latitude 52 north and longitude 1 west.  
 
Time Zones 
Know that there are 24 different time zones across the world. Know that this is because of the Earth’s rotation, which means 
that it is day time in some countries, whilst it is night time in others.   
 
Know that time is set from the Prime Meridian which is in Greenwich, London. Use longitude and latitude to describe the 
location of Greenwich. 
 
Know that the time measured in Greenwich is called Greenwich Mean Time and all other time zones are measured east or west 
from this point.   
Know that if you move east from the Prime Meridian you will be ahead of Greenwich Mean Time and if you move west, you will 
be behind Greenwich Mean Time.  
 
Know that each time zone changes by +/- one hour, from the previous time zone.  
Know that Greenwich Mean Time is abbreviated to GMT and time is often written as GMT+/- hours.  
Know that New York is GMT -5h and Dubai is GMT +4h. 
 
Know that because the Earth is spherical, eventually the east and west time zones meet each other.  
Understand that where they meet is called the International Date Line.  
When you cross it moving east you subtract a day and when you cross it moving west you add a day.  
Know that the International Date Line is located in the Pacific Ocean.  
 

Y5  Enquiry questions: How is Greece’s climate different to ours?  
Linked to Ancient Greece in History 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Locate the world’s 

countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe  

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 

Revision 
Locate the following countries on a world map - the UK, England, France, Turkey, Russia, the Ukraine, Italy, Jamaica, India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Finland, USA, 
Canada, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Somalia, Pakistan, China, Japan, Australia & New Zealand. 
Locate the seven continents and five oceans. 
Use the eight points of the compass, latitude and longitude to describe locations. 
 



Northern Hemisphere and 
Southern Hemisphere 

 

New Learning 
 
Locating Places in Greece 
Know where Greece is on a map of Europe and a map of the world.  
Know that it is located in Southern Europe and that it juts out into the Mediterranean sea. Know that it is in the Northern 
Hemisphere but is nearer the equator then the UK.  
Use longitude and latitude to describe the location of Greece as 39 00N, 22 00E.  
Locate the following cities on a map - Athens, Thessaloniki, Patra, Piraeus and identify their longitude and latitude. 
Locate the Aegean islands including Crete and Rhodes. 
Know that Mount Olympus is the highest mountain in Greece. Know that it is 2917m above sea level. 
Know that the capital city of Greece is Athens.  
Know that there are over 10 million people living in Greece; this is known as the population. Compare this with the population 
of London (just over 8,000,000) and UK (approximately 65.6 million). 
 
Climate 
Know that Greece has a Mediterranean climate, and this means that it has hot, dry summers and rainy winters. Compare this 
with seasonal weather patterns in the UK. Compare the average monthly temperatures and average precipitation. 
 
Natural resources and trade links 
Know that Greece’s major export is petrol (similar to Egypt). It also exports a lot of fresh fish as it has a long coastline, and olive 
oil as many olive trees grow in Greece. Greece’s main trading partners are Italy and Germany.  
 

Y5  Enquiry questions: How are mountains and volcanoes formed? 
Mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Describe and understand 

key aspects of physical 
geography, including 
volcanoes and earthquakes 

 
    

    
    

    
   

    

Revision: Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map 
symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season 
and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

Science – Year 3 Rocks and Year 5 materials (rocks and metals, changes of state) 
Locate the seven continents and five oceans. 
Know that the Alps is a large mountain range that stretches across Europe, and part of it is in Italy (the Dolomites). The highest 
peak is Mont Blanc at 4808m. 



   
  

    
     
  
    
   
 
 
 
 

Know that Italy is located at the point where the Eurasian and African plates collide, so there are lots of earthquakes and 
volcanoes.  
Know that a mountain is a large landform that rises high above the surrounding land, usually in the form of a peak, and identify 
mountains on maps and aerial photographs of Scandinavia and the UK. Know that there is a large range of mountains called the 
Scandinavian Mountains. 
Know that Mount Olympus is the highest mountain in Greece. Know that it is 2917m above sea level. 
 
New Learning 
How are mountains formed?  
Know the structure of the Earth - crust, mantle, outer core and inner core (demonstrate using a hardboiled egg). 
Know that the crust is a layer of rock on the surface of the Earth. 
Know that the mantle forms about half of the inside of the Earth and is a layer of rock underneath the crust. 
Know that the upper mantle is hard but there is magma (liquid rock) beneath. 
Know that the core is mostly made of iron, which is in the centre of the Earth. 
Know that temperatures at the core can reach 5500oC. 
Know that the crust and upper mantle of the earth are divided into large tectonic plates that ‘float’ on the liquid rock beneath. 
This means they are able to move very slowly; often a few cm per year. 
Know that a ‘fault’ is a crack in the surface of the Earth. 
 
Know that a mountain is a landform that rises prominently above its surroundings. It is generally distinguished by steep slopes, a 
relatively confined summit, and considerable height.  
Use the following terms to describe mountains, and identify on photographs and diagrams: 

Term Definition 

Base The lowest part of the mountain 

Slope The side of a hill or mountain where one side is higher than the other 

Peak/pinnacle The pointed top of a mountain or ridge 
Summit/pinnacle The highest part of a mountain or hill 

Ridge A long, narrow top of a mountain or hill 

Plateau A level surface that is considerably raised above the surrounding land on at least one 
side 

Crag A steep or rocky cliff 

Valley A long dip between hills or mountains, often formed by a stream flowing through it 
Gorge  A narrow valley with steep, rocky walls located between hills or mountains 

Altitude/elevation Height above a given level, usually sea level 

Treeline The altitude above which trees will not grow 

Hill A raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain 



Mountain A landform that rises prominently above its surroundings. It is generally distinguished by 
steep slopes, a relatively confined summit, and considerable height.  

Range A series of mostly connected mountains in a line 

Foothill A low hill at the base of a mountain or mountain range 

 
Know that there are different types of mountain: fold mountains, fault-block mountains, volcanic mountains, dome mountains 
and plateau mountains; match each type of mountain with a diagram showing how it is formed. 
 
Know that the Himalayas are the biggest range on Earth. 
Know that the biggest mountain range in Europe is the Alps, in North America the Rocky Mountains and in South America the 
Andes. 
Locate these mountain ranges on a world map. 
Know that Mount Everest is the tallest mountain on Earth at 8848m.  
Know that the Seven Summits are the highest mountains in each of the seven continents, and that climbing to the summit of all 
of them is regarded as a mountaineering challenge. 
Locate the Seven Summits on a world map and know which continent each mountain is located in: Mount Everest (Asia), 
Aconcagua (South America), Denali (North America), Kilimanjaro (Africa), Mount Elbrus (Europe), Mount Vinson (Antarctica), 
Puncak Jaya (Australasia). 
 
Understand and use the following idioms relating to mountains: 

Phrase Meaning 

A mountain to climb A very difficult task to complete 

To move mountains To do or achieve something that is very difficult 

Make a mountain out of a molehill Make a small problem into a much bigger one 

The pinnacle of success or 
achievement 

The most important/best thing that can be achieved 

 
Earthquakes 
Know that earthquakes occur when two tectonic plates rub against each other and cause friction (refer back to forces unit from 
Y5 Sp1)) 
Know that earthquakes happen along plate boundaries e.g. San Andreas Fault (look at earthquake map to identify where plate 
boundaries are) 



 
Know that the centre of an earthquake is called the epicentre. 
Know that the strength of an earthquake is measured on the Magnitude Scale from 0- 10 with 10 being the strongest. Know that 
this used to be called The Richter Scale in the past. 
Know that the strongest recorded earthquake happened in Chile in 1960 and measured 9.5 on the Magnitude Scale. This caused 
the death of 1655 people in Chile and the subsequent tsunami caused the death of a further 68 in Hawaii, 138 in Japan and 32 in 
the Philippines. 
Know that there are lots of small earthquakes but large ones are very rare. 
 
Volcanoes 
Know that volcanoes form when magma reaches the Earth's surface, causing eruptions of lava and ash.  
Know that magma is liquid rock inside a volcano, which is called lava when it flows out of the volcano.  
Know that magma rises through cracks or weaknesses in the Earth's crust. Pressure builds up inside the Earth. When this 
pressure is released magma explodes to the surface causing a volcanic eruption. This often happens along the fault lines 
between tectonic plates, so volcanoes are usually located along the edges of plates. 
Know that as lava cools it forms solid rock. 
Over time, after several eruptions, the rock builds up and a mountain forms. 
Know that the word volcano originates from the name for the Roman god of fire, ‘Vulcan’. 
 
Structure of a Volcano 
Know the structure of a volcano including magma chamber, main vent, secondary vent, secondary cone, crater.  Know how to 
label a diagram of a volcano. 
Know that sometimes when a volcano erupts under the sea an island can form (e.g. Galapagos islands in the Pacific Ocean) 
There are two main types of volcano: shield volcanoes and stratovolcanoes. Shield volcanoes usually occur along divergent plate 
boundaries, have thicker lava and shallower slopes, as the lava oozes out rather than there being a violent eruption. 
Stratovolcanoes occur in subduction zones, have runnier lava and steeper slopes, and usually erupt violently. 



 
Classifying Volcanoes 
Know that volcanoes can be described in terms of activity and can be: 
Active - erupt frequently 
Dormant - temporarily inactive but not fully extinct 
Extinct -never likely to erupt again (Know that Edinburgh Castle, Scotland sits on top of an extinct volcano) 
  
Positive and Negative Effects 
Know that volcanic eruptions can have a devastating effect on people and the environment. 
However, volcanoes can also have a positive impact on an area. These positive impacts can help to explain why people choose 
to live near volcanoes. 

Positive Negative 

The dramatic scenery created by volcanic eruptions 

attracts tourists. This brings income to an area. 

Many lives can be lost as a result of a volcanic 

eruption. Human and natural landscapes can be 

destroyed and changed forever. 

The lava and ash deposited during an eruption breaks 

down to provide valuable nutrients for the soil. This 

creates very fertile soil which is good for agriculture. 

If the ash and mud from a volcanic eruption mix 

with rain water or melting snow, fast moving 

mudflows are created. These can be dangerous. 

 Gases released from volcanoes can suffocate 

animals and people. 

 
Name and locate significant volcanoes on a world map 
Know that the following are among the most famous volcanoes in the world: 
Mount St. Helens in the USA, Krakatoa in Indonesia, Mauna Loa in Hawaii and Mount Fuji in Japan.  
Know that there are 3 active volcanoes in Italy - Mount Vesuvius, Stromboli and Mount Etna. 
Know that Mount Etna is located in Sicily and is one of the largest volcanoes on Earth. 
 



Pompeii 
Locate Pompeii on a map. 
Know that Pompeii was a port city that was in a good location for trade. The rich volcanic soil from earlier eruptions of Vesuvius 
created prime farmland for grapes and olive trees. Pompeii was a popular Roman holiday destination. Between 10000 and 
20000 people lived there. 
The area around Pompeii experienced frequent earthquakes. In 62 AD there was a huge earthquake that destroyed many of the 
buildings of Pompeii.  
On August 24, 79 AD Mount Vesuvius erupted. Scientists estimate that 1.5 million tons of ash and rock shot out of the volcano 
every second. Some people managed to escape, but most didn't. It is estimated that 16,000 people died. 
Know that much of what we know about everyday life in the Roman Empire comes from Pompeii. When archaeologists began to 
uncover the city in the 1700s, much of it was preserved under a layer of ash. Buildings, paintings, houses, and workshops that 
would never have survived all these years remained intact. 
 
 
 

Year 5 End of year expectations 

World map 
Separate the names of the continents from the names of countries. Group the names of the countries already learnt by continent mostly accurately. 
Label the Prime Meridian, North Pole, South Pole, Equator, Arctic and Antarctic circles, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, seven continents and five oceans on a 
world map. 
Reliably locate the United Kingdom, France, Russia, India, Bangladesh, Brazil, the USA, Australia, China, Greece, Italy and at least 3 more of the countries studied, on a 
world map.  
Name one of the longest rivers in the world (Nile or Amazon), the largest hot desert in the world (Sahara), a rainforest (Amazon), a tundra biome (Antarctic), the tallest 
mountain in the world (Mount Everest) and one of the largest mountain ranges (Himalayas/Asia, Rocky Mountains/USA or Andes/South America). 
 
UK map  
When given spellings, label the four countries, capitals and surrounding seas in the correct places.  
List the capitals of the four countries of the UK from memory, and name at least one other major city. Label these on a map of the UK. 
Name one of the longest rivers in the UK (Thames or Severn). 
Know that Barnsley is in South Yorkshire (part of wider Yorkshire), and name at least two other counties in Yorkshire 
 
Human and physical geography 
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

https://www.ducksters.com/science/earthquakes.php


• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

• features of mountains: peak/summit, base, tree and snow lines, range 

Describe some of the reasons why people have historically settled near rivers.  
Describe some similarities and differences between the UK, Scandinavia, the Mediterranean and the Antarctic. 
Know the four layers of the earth, that the crust is divided into tectonic plates, and that the plate boundaries are where volcanoes and earthquakes commonly occur. 
Describe the differences between urban and rural environments. 
Give at least two reasons why people migrate to different countries.  
 
Geographical skills 
Find a map of the world, the UK, Europe, South America and Africa in an atlas.  
Use the four compass points to describe locations of features and routes around a variety of different maps. 
Use four and six figure grid references to describe locations on a map. 

Y6  Enquiry question: Humans are not capable of sustainable living. To what extent do you agree? 
Texas 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region in North 
America 

• Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe, North 
and South America 

 

Revision 
Locate the following countries on a world map - the UK, England, France, Turkey, Russia, the Ukraine, Italy, Jamaica, India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, 
Finland, USA, Canada, Syria, Somalia, Pakistan, Israel, Saudi Arabia, China, Japan, Australia & New Zealand. 
Locate the seven continents and five oceans. 
Use the eight points of the compass to describe locations. 
Know the terms urban and rural with regards to human and physical features and understand that Royston (Barnsley) is 
urban and Carlton/Penistone are rural areas in the district  
Know that a biome is a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and certain types of living things. Major biomes 
include tundra, forests (taiga, deciduous and tropical), grasslands, and deserts. 
Know that a desert is a large area of land that gets very little rain each year. 
 
New Learning 
Know that North America is a continent that consists of 23 countries, including the United States of America, Canada, 

Mexico and Panama as well as the Caribbean islands. It has coasts on both the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Greenland, the 

world’s biggest island, is also in North America, although it belongs to the European country of Denmark. The man-made 

Panama Canal divides the continents of North and South America. 

The United States of America is a vast country in North America. It borders on Canada to the north and Mexico to the 
south.  It consists of 50 states including Washington, D.C, which is the capital city. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/tundra/399631
https://www.visittheusa.com/


 
Know that Texas is a large state in the southern U.S. with deserts, pine forest and the Rio Grande, a river that forms its 

border with Mexico. 

Know that there are many cities in Texas: Houston, Austin and Dallas are three of the largest. 
Know that Texas is made up of three different biomes (desert, grasslands, temperate deciduous forest). 

Know that most of Texas is made up of grasslands, but there is desert in southwest Texas and  

temperate deciduous forest in southeast Texas. Population density is high in the urban areas (the cities), lower in the 

rural areas (the grasslands) and very low in the desert areas. Know that the total population of all the Scandinavian 

countries is roughly equal to the population of Texas. 

 

Know that the temperature within Texas varies depending on which biome you are in:  

• The average desert temperature is 24 degrees.  



• The average deciduous forest temperature is 18 degrees and is often below freezing.  

• The average grasslands temperature is 21 degrees.  

 

Texas has significant mineral deposits (eg. salt, sulphur and limestone) and has large reserves of oil and natural gas. It is 

estimated that Texas provides about 1/3 of the USA’s total supply of oil.  

 

Y6  Enquiry question: Humans are not capable of living sustainably. To what extent do you agree? 
Energy 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 
including the distribution of natural 
resources (energy) 

• Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe, North 
and South America  
 

Revision 
Know that Brazil is a country in the continent of South America. 
Know that Finland has a border with Russia, and Denmark with Germany. 
Locate these countries in an atlas, on a map of Europe and on a map of the world.  
Norway – oil is a significant natural resource. 
Know that Saudi Arabia is the second richest country in natural resources in the world (behind China). Its economy 
depends on its huge reserves of oil. It also has large reserves of natural gas and minerals such as lead, copper, silver and 
gold. 
Texas has significant mineral deposits (eg. salt, sulphur and limestone) and has large reserves of oil and natural gas. It is 
estimated that Texas provides about 1/3 of the USA’s total supply of oil. 
 
New Learning 
 
Sustainability 
Know that sustainability is when something is good for people, the environment and the economy. Know that by not 
being harmful to the environment or depleting natural resources, we are protecting the earth for people in the future. 
Know that single use plastics, such as plastic bags, straws, coffee stirrers, bottles and most food packaging are an example 
of unsustainable practice because these items can only be used once before being thrown away. Know that the nature of 
some types of disposable plastic makes it difficult to recycle and that there are a limited number of ways in which 
recycled plastic can be used. 
Know that Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla, is promoting sustainability by creating affordable, fully electric cars (Tesla Model 
3) and by creating a new type of huge battery that is powered by a wind farm. 
 
 
Renewable and non-renewable energy 



Know that historically, humans have used a variety of ways of generating power/energy (both non-electric and electric), 
including: wind and water, burning natural resources such as wood, coal, oil and gas, and steam. 

 
Know that renewable energy means sources of energy that will never run out. They keep on being generated by the 
planet because they are part of the planet’s natural processes. 
Know that non-renewable energy means sources of energy that will run out. Once they have been used up, there will be 
none left, because they take millions of years to form and humans have used them up much quicker than the time it takes 
for them to form. 
Know that fossil fuels are natural resources that formed millions of years ago. They are examples of non-renewable 
energy sources. Coal, oil and gas are examples of these. Coal was formed by dead plants, and oil and gas were formed by 
marine (ocean) plant and animal remains. 
Know that fossil fuels are the world’s main source of energy. In 2015, 80% of the world’s energy came from fossil fuels. 
However, there are countries that use fossil fuels for as little as 12% of their energy production.  
 
 
 
 
 
Know the following advantages and disadvantages of fossil fuels: 

Advantages Disadvantages 



Oil and gas can be transported safely through pipelines. Fossil fuels release carbon dioxide when they are burnt, 
creating pollution. 

Locating where fossil fuels are is quite easy. Carbon dioxide contributes to the greenhouse effect 
and global warming. 

The technology for extracting fossil fuels already exists. Mining can create ugly scars on the landscape. 

They generate large amounts of energy quite cheaply. Oil spills can cause environmental damage. 

As technology improves, more reserves can be accessed. Oil is mainly produced outside the UK, so prices are set 
by other countries. 

 Supplies are running out and new sources are harder to 
get to. Oil and gas are both predicted to run out within 
100 years. 

 Mining can be dangerous, especially as the most easily 
accessible deposits are used up. 

 
Know the following examples of renewable energy sources and how they generate energy: 
 

Energy source Examples 

Hydroelectric power Three Gorges Dam, Hubei, China 
Dinorwig Power Station in north Wales (UK’s largest HEP 
station) 

Solar power Solar Farm, North Carolina, USA 
Many people use solar panels on their houses 

Micro-hydro Pivotal in lifting people out of poverty in rural areas in 
Kenya and mountainous villages in Peru where there are 
no electricity pylons 

Wind turbines Walney Wind Farm, off the coast of Cumbria, north-
west England is the world’s largest offshore wind farm 

 
 
 
 
Curitiba 
Know that Curitiba is a city in Brazil, which is known as the greenest city on Earth. Locate Curitiba in an atlas, identifying 
information about its climate and physical features using keys on the map. Identify its co-ordinates (latitude and 
longitude). 



Know that rapid population growth in the 1940s and 1950s meant that favelas were developing, and there were high 
levels of pollution.  
Know that in the 1970s a small team of innovative thinkers planned to change the city. An architect called Jamie Lerner 
became mayor, and started by turning a busy shopping street into a pedestrian area. This was controversial and there 
were many protests about it, but once the change had been made, the community were able to see its advantages. 
Know that today, there is more than 50𝑚2 of green space for every person. 
Know that an example of Curitiba’s sustainable practice is the way it uses sheep to mow these large areas of grass instead 
of lawnmowers. 
Know that Curitiba also developed an innovative transport system, which uses buses instead of an underground metro 
system. This was cheaper and caused less disruption to build. It uses special bi-articulated buses, which run every 50 
seconds along bus only routes. This means that they are never stuck in traffic. Specially designed bus stops have sped up 
the process of people boarding and leaving the buses.  
Know that because the bus system is the quickest and cheapest way to travel, it is used by approximately 85% of the 
city’s population, reducing pollution from cars. 
 
Freiburg 
Know that Freiburg is a city in Germany, which is in Western Europe. Freiburg is on the estuary of the Elbe river, which 
flows into the North Sea. It is in the north of Germany, close to its border with Denmark. Locate Freiburg in an atlas, 
identifying information about its climate and physical features using keys on the map. Identify its co-ordinates (latitude 
and longitude). 
Know the following strategies that have been used since 1970 to make Freiburg a sustainable city: 
People:   
- The community is consulted when there are plans for new buildings. For example, the football stadium is Germany’s first 
solar stadium.  
 - People can invest in renewable energy resources, such as solar panels. This means that people, over time, were able to 
gain money back from the programme. The local government thanked people for investing with free football season 
tickets  
- People are rewarded financially for composting their food waste and using items like cloth nappies for babies.  
- Tickets for music, sports or cultural events are valid on the tram network for free travel 
- There are many places for the community to grow their own fruit and vegetables 
 
Economy:  
- The city has focused on making sure that there are lots of jobs for people. For example, people visit Freiburg to attend 
conferences on sustainability, which provides many jobs.  
- The city has supported the development of environmental technology and over 10,000 people are employed in such 
businesses, with 1,000 people employed by the solar technology industry.  



- A lot of money is saved by reducing pollution, as less money is needed to clean the air and water, and less money is 
needed to be spent on healthcare as the people are healthier.  
- Many people use the tram system, and the city has made parking very expensive to encourage people to use the tram 
 
 
Environment:  
- The community has focused on very high levels of recycling and has reduced the amount of waste they produce.  
- Freiburg has a biogas digester, which processes food and garden waste to produce energy for thousands of homes.  
- Buildings have been built to special environmentally-friendly standards, which need less heating during the winter 
because they are more insulated. Many of the homes also have roofs covered with vegetation, which store water and 
then the water can be recycled.  
- Over 44,000 trees have been planted and 43% of the city is covered by forest. The city uses the timber from the forest 
but only at a rate which allows it to grow back. 
 
Energy Security 
Know that energy security is when a country is able to provide enough reliable and affordable energy to its population. A 
lack of energy security can cause many economic and social problems, such as high prices or ill health. 
Know that there is concern about energy security in many places, due to their reliance on fossil fuels. This means that 
countries need to keep transitioning to renewable energy sources. 
Know that the UK produces a lot of its own electricity, but it also imports electricity from countries (interconnectors) such 
as France, Norway and the Netherlands. When those countries have an excess of electricity, they can sell it to the UK, 
which can help save people money in the UK. 
 
Know the following strategies that countries may use to improve energy security: 

1. Self-sufficiency - use your own natural resources to generate all your own energy. For example: Norway  
2. Team work – work with another country or countries to share your resources. For example: Canada exports gas 

and oil to the USA and the USA exports coal to Canada.  
3. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket – import your energy from many different sources, in case one fails. For 

example: Japan  
4. Use less – using less energy means you have to generate less of it. For example: Sweden  
5. Technology – develop new technologies so that you establish energy security in your country. 

 
Know that an example of new technology that is being used to improve energy security is Waste to Energy technology. 
This is is a way of transforming our waste into electricity. The power plants burn the waste in a way that does not harm 
the environment and then thousands of homes are able to use the electricity that is generated.  The plants even use the 
energy created from the waste they burn to run. 



 

Y6  Enquiry question: How did the conflict change countries in Europe?  
Europe (linked to WW2 in History) 

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 
• Locate the world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on Europe  
 

Revision 
Locate the following countries on a world map - the UK, England, France, Turkey, Russia, the Ukraine, Italy, Jamaica, India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, 
Finland, USA, Canada, Syria, Somalia, Pakistan, Israel, Saudi Arabia, China, Japan, Australia, New Zealand & Germany. 
Know the names and locations of the seven continents and five oceans.  
Know that Scandinavia is a region (made up of several countries) in the north of the continent of Europe. 
Know that Scandinavia is made up of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland, and locate these countries on a 
map of Europe, map of the world and in an atlas.  
Know that the capital city of Norway is Oslo, Denmark is Copenhagen and Sweden is Stockholm.  
Know that Iceland is an island in the North Atlantic. 
Know that Scandinavian countries have coasts on the North Sea, Norwegian Sea, Baltic Sea and Barents Sea, and that 
Scandinavia is across the North Sea from England and Scotland. 
Know that Finland has a border with Russia, and Denmark with Germany. 
Know where Greece is on a map of Europe and a map of the world.  
Know that it is located in Southern Europe and that it juts out into the Mediterranean sea. Know that it is in the Northern 
Hemisphere but is nearer the equator then the UK.  
Use longitude and latitude to describe the location of Greece as 39 00N, 22 00E.  
Locate the following cities on a map - Athens, Thessaloniki, Patra, Piraeus and identify their longitude and latitude. 
Locate the Aegean islands including Crete and Rhodes. 
Know that Mount Olympus is the highest mountain in Greece. Know that it is 2917m above sea level. 
Know that the capital city of Greece is Athens. 
Know that Italy is a country in the continent of Europe, and that its capital city is Rome. Locate Italy on a map of Europe 
and a world map. 
Know that Vatican City, the home of the Pope, is within Rome, and that it is a separate country. 
Know that Italy has a coastline on the Mediterranean Sea, and borders with France, Switzerland, Austria and Slovenia.  
Know that there are many islands that form part of Italy, and that the largest of these are Sardinia and Sicily. 
Locate Italy, Rome, Sardinia, Sicily and the Mediterranean Sea in an atlas and mark Rome, Sardinia, Sicily and the 
Mediterranean Sea on a map of Italy. 
Know that Italy has a Mediterranean climate, and this means that it has hot, dry summers and rainy winters.  
Know that Freiburg is a city in Germany, which is in Western Europe. Freiburg is on the estuary of the Elbe river, which 
flows into the North Sea. It is in the north of Germany, close to its border with Denmark. 
 



New Learning 
Identify the Axis (Germany, Italy, Japan, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria) and Allied (Australia, Brazil, Belgium, 
Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Estonia, France, Greece, India, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, The Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa, United Kingdom, USA, USSR and Yugoslavia) Powers on a map of the world, and 
the European countries on a map of Europe.  
Know the capital cities of the countries that are in Europe.  
Compare maps of Europe before and after WW1 and WW2, looking at how the countries changed due to the conflict and 
how they were different to the countries in Europe now. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Y6 Enquiry question: Should we welcome refugees from war zones into Britain?  
Local study – migration  

National Curriculum objectives Key knowledge and vocabulary 



• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region in the United 
Kingdom 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including types of settlement, land 
use and economic activity including 
trade links 

• Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 

 
 
 

Revision 
Know that some animals migrate, which means they travel and live in other places at different times of the year. 
Locate the following countries on a world map - the UK, England, France, Turkey, Russia, the Ukraine, Italy, Jamaica, India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Sumatra, Egypt, Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, 
Finland, USA, Canada, Israel, Saudi Arabia, China, Japan, Australia & New Zealand. 
 
New Learning 
Know that docks are an area of water in a port that can be closed off and that is used for putting goods onto and taking 
them off ships or repairing ships.  
To know that people sometimes leave their homeland and go to live in another country and that this is called migration. 
Leaving your country is called emigration and moving into a new country is called immigration. People who have moved 
into a different country are called immigrants. 
Know that people migrate for different reasons. Economic migrants move from one place to another in order to improve 
their standard of living.  Other people migrate because they have to flee from persecution or war, because their lives 
were in danger in their own country. 
To know that the word ‘refugee’ is related to the word ‘refuge’ meaning place of safety.  
 
Locate Syria, Somalia, Bangladesh, India and Pakistan on a world map. Know the reasons why people have emigrated 
from Syria, Somalia, Bangladesh, Russia and France to England. 
Know that Russia is in two continents – Europe and Asia. Identify the countries that border Russia. 
Know that Russia has a significant mining industry (minerals and metals), and is the second largest exporter of rare earth 
metals.  
 
Locate Humber Docks (Hull) on a map and know that this is where many migrants arrived in the UK. Know that this is why 
different groups of immigrants have historically settled in Yorkshire. 
Know how and why the Humber Docks have changed over time, including how Hull was often referred to as the country’s 
poorest city and recently known as the capital of culture.  
Know how and why land use in the area surrounding Hull Marina has changed over time, identifying significant industries 
such as renewable energy (wind farms), Siemens and leisure industries.  
 
 

Year 6 End of year expectations 

World map 
Separate the names of the continents from the names of countries. Group the names of the countries already learnt by continent mostly accurately. 
Label the Prime Meridian, North Pole, South Pole, Equator, Arctic and Antarctic circles, seven continents and five oceans on a world map. 
Reliably locate the United Kingdom, France, Russia, India, Brazil, the USA, Greece, Italy and at least 3 more of the countries studied, on a world map.  



Name one of the longest rivers in the world (Nile or Amazon), the largest hot desert in the world (Sahara), a rainforest (Amazon), a tundra biome (Antarctic), the tallest 
mountain in the world (Mount Everest), one of the largest mountain ranges (Himalayas/Asia, Rocky Mountains/USA or Andes/South America) and an example of a 
sustainable city (Curitiba or Freiburg).  
Locate Texas on a map of the USA and state the three different biomes within it.  
 
UK map  
When given spellings, label the four countries, capitals and surrounding seas in the correct places.  
List the capitals of the four countries of the UK from memory, and name at least one other major city. Label these on a map of the UK. 
Name one of the longest rivers in the UK (Thames or Severn). 
Know that Barnsley is in South Yorkshire, which is part of Yorkshire and at least two other counties located nearby  
 
 
Human and physical geography 
Identify the following features in photos, drawings, aerial photos and on maps (beginning to recognise OS map symbols): 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• features of rivers: estuary, meander and floodplain 

• features of mountains: peak/summit, base, tree and snow lines, range 

Describe some of the reasons why people have historically settled near rivers.  
Describe some similarities and differences between the UK, Scandinavia, the Mediterranean and the Antarctic. 
Know the four layers of the earth, that the crust is divided into tectonic plates, and that the plate boundaries are where volcanoes and earthquakes commonly occur. 
Describe the differences between urban and rural environments. 
Give at least two reasons why people migrate to different countries.  
Explain the difference between renewable and non-renewable energy, and give examples of sustainable and unsustainable practices.  
 
Geographical skills 
Find a map of the world, the UK, Europe, South America and Africa in an atlas.  
Use the four compass points to describe locations of features and routes around a variety of different maps. 
Use four and six figure grid references to describe locations on a map. 

 


